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www.PinoleArtisans.org

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MONTHLY MEETING
FRIDAY, JUNE 5TH, 7:00PM

Please join us for our Monthly Member-
ship Meeting - Friday, June 5th, 2009 at
7:00PM to be held at the Pinole United Meth-
odist Church (our usual meeting place, located
at 2000 San Pablo Avenue, in Pinole...just past

the Bus Stop Mural).

Joining us this month is a new member of
Pinole Artisans, Carla Cryptic.
speak to us about her involvement in the
world of “Mail Art.” What is it, how do you
get involved, and why would you want to?

Carla will

Burning questions to be addressed on Friday,
June 5 with a slide show and presentation by

Carla.
www.carlacryptic.com.

Photo by Alan Vaughn

To learn more about Carla and Mail Art, check out her website at

Looking Ahead: July 3rd, 2009: Marin County’s painter, Jane Kiskaddon, will share

her art with us. Jane’s paintings are quite unique, with a dreamy, fantasy quality. Some
of her works involve a three-D style that is whimsical and exciting. Her is a little about
Jane: “I grew up in San Francisco and attended the SF Art Institute. I live in San Rafael
in the marsh near the bird ponds. My two children have flown the coop. Every now and
then I take my Airstream trailer around the Western US gathering inspiration.” You can
see Jane’s work at her website: www.janekiskaddon.com.

We also encourage you to bring artwork to share— at least one piece to enter for peer
awards. Bring new pieces to show us what you have been working on, or old favorites.
Ribbons that you win from peer awards can be hung next to artwork entered into Art

Center Gallery Shows.

FOUNDATION EVENTS & INFORMATION

While the economy may
be sluggish and the
weather pattern slow to
welcome summer warmth
and sun, June will be a
busy month for the Pinole
Artisans.

We will be hosting
Open Studios Events the
first two weekends of
June (6-7 &13-14) at a
retail space in the Pinole
Vista Crossings Shopping
Center from 1lam to 6pm
all 4 days. Come find us
or direct friends and family

to 1360 Fitzgerald Drive,
the old Three Day Blinds

location between Food
Maxx and the old Mervyn’s
space.

The third weekend in
June (June 20-22), Pinole
Artisans Foundation hosts
the AC5/G-TAC ArtsEdge
free workshop in our Class-
room space from Ipm—
5pm. It is a great opportu-
nity to hear about ways to
market yourself as an artist,
and your art as a product.
It is a business management

workshop tailored specifi-
cally to professional artists.
It helps get you thinking
about things like business
planning, your professional
image, marketing your busi-
ness, setting goals, and fi-
nancial management. Visit
www.AC5.0rg for more
information or to register.

Each Saturday, we also
have artists at the Farmers’
Market. So come out and
support your fellow artists
or arts enthusiasts this
month.
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

Your Board met on a Sunday after-
noon in the middle of the month (May
17th) and spent three hours at a retreat
discussing problems faced by our or-
ganization and a vision for the future of
Pinole Artisans Foundation. It was an
enlightening experience and should
serve the organization as we continue to
grow and seek to fulfill our organiza-
tional and community missions with
respect to art in the Pinole community.
Thanks to all for attending and to Joyce
Yamada for facilitating the meeting and
Joan Landis for hosting us.

Our May Costume Party Fundraiser
Dinner was a complete success with
over $700 collected to support our ac-
tivities and scholarships. All had a
wonderful time with a great dinner and
an incredible raffle with many, many
prizes donated by Artisan members and
local businesses. We want to thank all
who attended, all who donated to the
cause, and all who made the dinner and
raffle the wonderful event it was. You
are too many to individually single out
to thank in this small space, so a great
big “smoochy” and heartfelt thanks to
all of our dedicated members and won-

A BLUE BALLOON
(c) Claire J. Baker

just spurted away from me --
string & all into the sky at Peets
where I sipped & sunned,
inspired...It drifted higher

like a lofty wish, headed east
over Pinole Valley hills.

Then faded, blue on blue

as lofty blue balloons often do.

The tease soared over Crockett
just as their Poet Laureate left
Valona Deli; she looked up
delighted, knew she'd write
that blue balloon before it rode
wind currents across
Carquinez Bridge & straits --
a poem that didn't get away!

derfully generous local businesses.

Our next regular membership meeting
is Friday, June 5th at the Pinole United
Methodist Church at 7:00 pm. The eve-
ning will feature a presentation by new
member Carla Cryptic, who will speak to
us about the world of “Mail Art.” Note
that our next Board Meeting is Thursday,
June 11th at 7:00 pm in our classroom at
the Art Center. All Board meetings are
open to any member of Pinole Artisans.
If there is a matter that you would like to
address or discuss, please contact me in
advance to be put on the agenda.

We continue to work with the City of
Pinole on possible art projects. One is
painting an expansive mural about Pinole
and its historic sites at the San Pablo
Avenue bus stop and another is a glass
bead mosaic project of seven mosaics
behind the Civic Center/ City Offices
building. Discussion remains ongoing
and we are learning patience and the
challenges of the California budgeting
process. Again, we will keep you in-
formed when we learn something new.

Don’t forget to attend and tell all of
your friends about our participation in
the Pro Arts Open Studios weekends in

POET’S CORNER

June (June 6-7 and June 13-14). We
still need volunteers who can help us
successfully staff the Pinole Artisans
Gallery space during the month of
June. I am hopeful that our members
who are not in the June show at the
Gallery will help the organization by
offering to staff the Pinole Artisans
Gallery even if they are not displaying
at the gallery this month. Our inten-
tion is that the Gallery and Open Stu-
dios will provide a synergy that brings
more visitors to our Artisans Gallery
and to our Organization.

Ira Nelken
President
Pinole Artisans Foundation

Commentary: by Claire J. Baker

When seasoned poets write in the first person, we try to
avoid the mood of complaint and self-centeredness: it's a
big world out there, way larger than one's own small cir-
cle...Here I metaphored the "lost poem" into a real blue
balloon that soared over the mall and into the

pen of another poet who wrote the poem that eluded
me....I love Joseph Campbell's "Follow your bliss."

Claire J. Baker, Poet

Member Pinole Artisans
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GREETINGS FROM YOUR PINOLE ART CENTER MANAGER

Greetings Artisans,

Our newest Show “Celebrate Life,”
now hanging in the Art Center, is a
lovely show. We have only 18 people
showing their art, but it is a great dis-
play of talent. I welcome our three new
artists: Barbara George, Judy Cressa,
and Mary Ellen D’ Agostino.

My thanks go again to Joyce Yamada
for spending lots of hours typing the
stick-on labels that give our gallery a
very professional look; and to all the
participants who are putting in more
than their required three hours per week.
Thanks also go to members who are not
showing this time but are willingly tak-
ing gallery shifts so that we can keep
our doors open. Special thanks, this

time, goes to Thor Anderson, who
(besides my “always there for me”
hubby) was the only one to show up to
help hang the show. It took the two of us
a bit longer than usual, but Thor’s fram-
ing and displaying talents were a wonder-
ful gift. Please thank him personally
when you see him!

Times are tough now, with money in
short supply, and art purchases taking a
low spot on the buying list, but please
remember that our main goal is to
BRING ART TO OUR COMMUNITY
and to PROVIDE SUPPORT TO EACH
OTHER. Sure the Art Center is an op-
portunity to show and sell! Sure, it’s nice
to have in income from our art work!
Right now, however, we are primarily

ART PILGRIMS! When Pinole recov-
ers from its financial woes, and down-
town is alive again, it will be nice to
say “we stayed for the LOVE OF OUR
TOWN and FOR THE LOVE OF
ART!”

Your Art Center Manager
-Joan Landis

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE UPDATE

The Publicity Committee is happy to
report that we finally received the So-
licitors’ Permits from the Pinole Police
Department. This means we can go for-
ward with handing out flyers to promote
the Art Center. Yipee!! Flyers are in
the final revision and we will begin
handouts in June.

We are also looking for additional
members to volunteer for the Publicity
Committee. Anyone wishing to get in-

volved, please contact Cheryl Johnson at
(510) 672 - 2643 or at
califcj@comcast.net. We are in the proc-
ess of scheduling a set day each month
for Publicity Committee meetings and
will advise members once the day is se-
lected.

Donations from businesses for our
May Ist fundraiser dinner: Certificates of
Appreciation were printed, framed and
given out to the businesses that gave do-

nations for the event. The framed cer-
tificated received a very positive re-
sponse. Several of the businesses ex-
pressed a desire to be involved in fu-
ture fundraising for the Pinole Arti-
sans!
Publicity Committee Chair
Cheryl Johnson

PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT

Joining us on August 7, 2009: Kel-
sey Rahmgren is finishing her degree in
Graphic Arts from San Jose State. She
will share her portfolio with us and
speak about her course work projects.
Kelsey is a warm, mature, beautiful
young woman and she is very excited
about her future career in the field of
graphic arts.

I am heading up the committee
to recruit speakers for the monthly Arti-

sans meetings and we are always looking
for new and interesting art speakers and
demonstrations. We would still love to
receive input from you, our members, as
to what areas of the arts you would like to
hear about, or if you or someone you
know might be interested in giving a
presentation. We are certain that there
are numerous artists in the bay area that
could talk about many different facets of
art. Your input is very important.
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Please e-mail Vickie Resso at
vic3@aol.com and Bill Lake at bill-
lake50@comecast.net with your sugges-
tions.

Your Program Committee Chair,
-Vickie Resso
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HELP WANTED: LOW PAY, HIGH REWARDS!

I have sold paintings, completed
commissions and attended countless
lessons and workshops. Nothing has
given me a bigger thrill than to hear a
nine-year-old child say “I couldn’t sleep
last night, I was so excited about coming
to art class.”

If we are to present ourselves as an
organization whose primary purpose is
to promote the visual arts in Pinole, it’s
time to address the needs of the young-
sters in our town. Our kids need art.
And they are not going to get it in public
schools. No enough, and not right now
anyway.

In spite of all of our limitations, I
want to encourage anyone with the
smallest interest in offering a children’s
class after school or on weekends, to
talk to me. I will help you set it up, pro-
mote it and point you in the direction of
oodles of information. When I decided I
wanted to start a children’s class, I cor-

nered every teacher I knew and asked lots
of questions. “What do kids enjoy?
What projects have you tried? Where can
I find books, magazines, and ideas for
projects?” I volunteered to help with
classes in the library and after school pro-
grams. Soon I had gathered enough ma-
terials and lesson plans to try it out. I
promised Joan I would do all the prepara-
tion if she would help, and she did, of
course. Some of you may remember the
three summers that the Pinole Artisans
“Art Buddies” program provided art pro-
jects for the Youth Center summer camp-
ers on Friday afternoons. We had several
members gather in the park and set up
tables and teach the kids to paint, cut,
glue, make collages, rainsticks, and flags.
It was wonderful!

The requirements are few: A desire to
introduce the joys of art to children. Pa-
tience, a sense of humor, and a love of
children. The rest will fall into place.

You do not need to be a certified
teacher or a great artist. You do need
to be able to put together a plan and
follow through, show up with materi-
als, and have another adult with you at
all times (two is our rule). This is not a
volunteer gig. You can charge for your
time and expenses. I have a long wait-
list of children who have expressed an
interest, but I’ve had no room in my
class. I also cannot be there every Sat-
urday. I will not be offering classes in
June or July, and when I told my stu-
dents this, they let out a loud, dramatic
whine that could be heard in the gal-
lery.

We need more children’s art teach-
ers! Please think it over, and call me if
I can help encourage and support you
in any way.

- Vickie Resso
(510) 758-3558

PRO ARTS EAST BAY OPEN STUDIOS

PR
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It’s a fun event: East Bay Open Stu-
dios (EBOS). Of course we’d all love to
sell loads of artwork...but even if we
don’t, we get together and have some
fun talking about art, catching up with
one another, working on art right there
in the moment. Our fellow Artisans Lo-
rena Fink (watercolor, oils, jewelry),
Amanda Bruun (jewelry), Johanna
Bolling (jewelry), Alan Vaughn
(painting, drawing), Elisabeth Mahnken
(jewelry), Joan Landis (watercolor, oils,
pastels), Vickie Resso (painting), Penny
Bledsoe (watercolor) and Ira Nelken

(watercolor, pastels) will all be showing
their work during EBOS 2009.

This year we are testing a new retail
space hoping for more foot traffic. While
it is a bit further away from the gallery
and old town Pinole, we are planning on
handing out maps and directing people to
the Gallery. People are willing to travel
all over town to check out the art for this
event.

If you are available to staff the gallery
during the month of June, or on the dates
of Pro Arts, please let Joan know as it is
very important that we have sitters to
keep the gallery open for the increased
foot traffic we are planning for.

If you have a chance, we would also
love for you to come show your support
for your fellow Artisans. Come enjoy
light snacks and refreshments while
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checking out all of the new work we’ve
been concentrating on in preparation
for this event.

East Bay Open Studios is produced
by Pro Arts, a nonprofit artist-based
organization that encourage and exhib-
its artists’ work and provides a venue
for furthering communication in the
arts. This even connects the public
with over 400 regional artists and is
accompanied by the Directory of East
Bay Arts, the Preview Exhibition open
May 6—1June 15, 2009, an online gal-
lery, and the Brake for Art Tour: Art
Bus Preview. Pro Arts produces exhi-
bitions and events, the Youth Fellows
Initiative and public programs year-
round in its gallery at 550 Second
Street, Oakland,
www.proartsgallery.org. Media Spon-
sor: East Bay Express.



PINOLE ART CENTER CLASSES—JUNE 2009

Sponsored by the Pinole Artisans.
We are located at 2221 Pear St., Pinole Tel: (510) 724-2008
Classes listed in chronological order.
See the full class calendar with instructor contact
information online at www.PinoleArtisans.org
Please call the instructor listed for information or to register.

Peyote Beading with Casey: Learn to make unique peyote
stitch earrings and jewelry in this freeform class. It’s only
$15 per class and Casey can provide supplies, if needed, for
$5.

Jewelry Making with Sheila: Learn to make beaded jew-
elry, necklaces, bracelet, earrings...Make it and take it. In-
cludes wire wrapping techniques, and is suitable for all skill
levels and ages.

Tools are supplied, beads and findings for
sale in kits.

Plein Air Sketching/Painting with Patrice: This class is
geared towards the advanced beginner and intermediate art-
ists who would like to stretch their boundaries and experi-
ence different techniques. Emphasis is on design, with cri-
tique and demonstrations. Meet at Blake Gardens at 1pm on
Fridays. Contact Patrice for a syllabus and materials list via e
-mail (artistpatrice@gmail.com).

Intro to Lutradur with Heidi and Patrice: Learn ways to
create personal art with this exciting new product that com-
bines the best qualities of fabric and paper. Lutradur looks,
feels and folds like translucent paper and doesn't’ tear or
fray. It’s the perfect medium for a wide variety of mixed me-
dia art, crafting, and sewing. Heidi will give an overview and
demonstrate many ways to use Lutradur: sewing, inkjet
prints, transfers, heat gun, soldering iron, stamps and
more... Patrice will demonstrate using watercolor, pen &
ink, acrylic, and metallic paints. You will have time to prac-
tice effects for a mixed media art project. Class held at Art
Haven in San Pablo. Think of materials you have that you
might like to incorporate into this project.

Melinda’s Crop Night: Scrapbook Cropping. Cost in-
cludes food, bring your own drinks. Space is limited.

Jewelry Finishing with Jill: For all skill levels, teen to
adult. Make your own jewelry findings, look at samples
of materials, make a pair of earrings, repair jewelry, make
jewelry projects and receive a handy booklet of tips to
take home.

AC5/G-TAC ArtsEdge Workshop: Seminar on mat-
keting your art, or yourself as an artists. Things to con-
sider about running an art business. This is a FREE two-
day workshop.

‘Madden Watercolor with Penny: Student appreciation
day. Bring your own supplies.

Bob Ross Landscapes with Lorena: This is a begin-
ning-intermediate class offered by Certified Bob Ross
Instructor Lorena Fink. This month’s project is “Rocky
Point Lighthouse.”

Introduction to Airbrush with Joe Shaw: Classes by
appointment. Hands on airbrush lessons. Students will
learn what equipment to use and how to use it effec-
tively, leaving with a booklet of information and a piece
of artwork made by you.

For More Class Info... visit our website, where you can
link to a calendar with all the dates, times, costs, and reg-
istration information. For further info, contact the Class
Coordinator, Lorena Fink, at (510) 222-2425.

Note to Teachers-Photos needed: 1 would love to
include pictures of class projects in the monthly newslet-
ters. I know you have to finalize dates and details with
Lorena in time to e-mail me some digital photos of sam-
ple projects you will work on in your classes. Send them
to me at PinoleArtisans@yahoo.com.

Additionally, if you ever take photos of students working
in your class, send them to me as well so we have them

for our archive.
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Exhibit Information
I would like to encourage all members to submit information about up-
coming exhibits, shows, and showing opportunities. Please submit them to
me via e-mail at PinoleArtisans@yahoo.com by the 22 of the month for
them to appear in the following month’s newsletter.

Library Classes
Attention All Pinole Artisans Members: Teachers Wanted!

The Pinole Library is sponsoring a series of classes this summer to promote art
and creativity. We have been invited to offer classes for this program. Teachers
of any medium are welcome to apply. Classes can be for children or adults.

These classes will be offered from June 8th through August 15th, 2009.

Class sessions will be held during regular library hours, which include some
evenings and weekends. The sessions are expected to run 2-3 hours, depending
on the class. An honorarium of $100 is being offered per session. The money
offered needs to cover materials so that students do not incur any costs for the
class. Class size is uncertain, but could be up to 10-15 students.

If you are interested, please contact Vickie Resso for more information. You
will need to provide a brief description of your class to apply. Describe any teach-
ing experience you have in one sentence (Experience is helpful but not required).
This information will be submitted to the libratian for approval.

There’s not much time, the Deadline to apply is the end of April.

This is a wonderful opportunity for our members to offer art to the commu-
nity and show that our desire is to promote art and creativity, not just sell our own
art.

P.S. Don’t forget to check out the current Library Show “Florals and More,”
which was installed April 1st.

]

Lake Photography Exhibit

Dianne Lake has a one-woman photogra-
phy exhibit at the Martinez Chamber of
Commerce at 603 Marina Vista Avenue,
Martinez (at the east end of the train station).
The show is called “Views of Martinez” and
features 19 of Dianne’s photographs around
the Martinez area.

There is a reception for Dianne on May
12, from 6 to 7:30 at the Chamber of Com-
merce in Martinez, and there will be wine,
soft drinks, and munchy-type food. Please
come and support Dianne and see some
great photographs!

The exhibit will be up until the middle of
June and the hours at the Chamber of Com-
merce are from 9 am to 5 pm Monday
through Friday.

To get there, take the Alhambra exit from
highway 4 in Martinez and turn left at the
bottom of the ramp (or right if you are com-
ing from Concord). Stay on Alhambra all the
way to the downtown area and turn right
onto Main Street. Go 2 blocks and turn left
onto Ferry Street and the left again just be-
fore the train tracks (immediately after the
Hot Dog Depot diner). The Chamber of
Commerce is one block down on the right-
hand side.

For more information contact Dianne
Lake at diannelake@yahoo.com.

MAY PEER AWARDS

1st Place: A two-way-tie...

Janie Chambers for her Watercolor “Lily In The Window”
& Patrice Stoner for her Watercolor “Pears and Lemons.”

2nd Place: A three-way-tie. ..

Mila Mirkin for her beadwork entitled “Fire,”
Thor Anderson for his Carving “Grapes and Leaves,”
& Barbara George for her Oil Painting entitled “Navaho Joe.”

3rd Place: A two-way tie...

Semion Mirkin for “Icarus” created with Acrylics, Pen and Ink
& Joan Landis for her Pastel entitled “Passing Storm—Pinole Bay.”
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

Friday, June 5th, 2009: Monthly Membership Meeting 7:00PM at the Pinole United Methodist Church
Guest Speaker Carla Cryptic on “Mail Art”
Pro Arts East Bay Open Studios Events—1360 Fitzgerald Drive
Saturday and Sunday, June 6th & 7th, 2009 from 11 AM to 6 PM
Saturday and Sunday, June 13th & 14th, 2009 from 11 AM to 6 PM
Thursday, June 11th, 2009: Board of Directors Meeting, 7:00PM at the Pinole Art Center Classroom
Friday, July 3rd, 2009: Monthly Meeting with Guest Speaker Jane Kiskaddon
Tuesday, July 7th, 2009: In-Take for the next Gallery show from 10:30— 4:30
Thursday, July 9th, 2009: Last day of the Gallery Show “Celebrating Life” & Installation of the new show
Saturday, July 11th, 2009: Grand Opening of the new Gallery Show
Friday, August 7th, 2009: Monthly Meeting with Guest Speaker Kelsey Rahmgren

WHO WE ARE

We believe that art enhances the quality of life of both individually and as a community. We are a group
of artisans whose purpose in forming an organization is to:

1) Form a network for mutual learning and support

2) Provide art education, open to all levels of ability

3) Provide opportunities for artisans to show their works locally

The Pinole Artisans Foundation is a non-profit community organization whose purpose is to promote
the arts, provide a forum for Pinole-area artists and artisans and to sponsor lectures, classes, and other
artistic learning events and activities.

Contact Information: Board of Directors

President—Ira Nelken (510) 222-9668, President@PinoleArtisans.org
Vice President—]Jean Fisk (510) 724-2563, VicePresident@PinoleArtisans.org
Secretary—Amanda Bruun (510) 499-1283, Secretary@PinoleArtisans.org, PinoleArtisans(@yahoo.com
Treasurer—Penny Bledsoe (510) 724-4594, Treasurer@PinoleArtisans.org
Founder & Board Member—Vickie Resso (510) 758-3558, Info@PinoleArtisans.org
Pinole Art Center Manager & Board Member—TJoan Landis (510) 758-2935, Manager(@PinoleArtisans.org
Board Members: Jean Fisk, Roy Javellana, Semion Mirkin, Cheryl Johnson, Joyce Yamada,
and Melinda Wasilchin

Webmaster—Alan Vaughn—Webmaster@PinoleArtisans.org

PublicRelations@PinoleArtisans.org—Ralph McCaskey
CommunityOutreach@PinoleArtisans.org—Cheryl Johnson
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