
     Please join us for our General Meeting 
(held the first Fridays of the month) Friday, 
April 3rd, 2009 at 7:00PM to be held at the 
Pinole United Methodist Church (our usual 
meeting place, located at 2000 San Pablo Ave-
nue, in Pinole...just past the Bus Stop Mural). 
     This month we will be welcoming Thomas 
Uriel Dana speaking on the topic of Fine Art 
Restoration & Conservation.   
    We also encourage you to bring artwork to 
shareð at least one piece to enter for peer 
awards.  Bring new pieces to show us what 
you have been working on, or old favorites.  
Ribbons that you win from peer awards can be hung next to artwork entered into Art 
Center Gallery Shows. 
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Photo by Alan Vaughn 

     Thereõs been a lot go-
ing on with our organiza-
tion.  In the last few 
months, we have wel-
comed new and returning 
Board Members, and 
elected new Officers: Ira 
Nelken is now our Presi-
dent and Jean Fisk is serv-
ing as Vice President.  As a 
Board  we have also begun 
to address a number of 
long-term issues, such as 
publicity, marketing, and 
fund-raising.  We are very 
luck to have a very enthu-
siastic and hard working 
Board of Directors.   
     That said, there are still 
lots of committees and 
opportunities for all of our 
members to participate in 
exhibiting artwork, work-
ing on public art projects, 
helping with fund-raising 

or publicity, planning 
events, coordinating exhibi-
tions, etcé  There are al-
ways lots of opportunities 
to get involved, look for 
many of them in this 
monthõs newsletter; from 
the Farmersõ Market, to 
help with distributing flyers, 
seeking donors, and work-
ing on murals.   
     The next Gallery Show 
is entitled òCelebrating 
Lifeó and will have In -
Take on Tuesday, May 
12th, with a Grand Open-
ing reception to be held 
Saturday, May 16th.  If 
you are interested in partici-
pating in this show, please 
let Joan Landis know.   
     I also wanted to remind 
you that starting in March, 
we increased show hanging 
fees to $10, and the percent 

commission taken on sales 
to 15%.  This applies to 
Gallery Shows, the Library 
Show, Farmersõ Market 
Sales, and Classes.   
     I also wanted to let you 
know to keep your eyes out 
for an updated Gallery clos-
ing procedures checklist.  
Please take a look at it.  It 
will help us all remember to 
do things like turn off the 
lights, heater, copy ma-
chine, etc...so that we save 
money and energy.  It also 
helps us remember to clean 
up after ourselves, vacuum-
ing, taking garbage home, 
cleaning up food items, 
etcé 
     Thank you all so much 
for your hard work in mak-
ing the Gallery a successful 
cooperative effort! 



A P R I L  N E W S L E T T E R   

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  P R E S IDENTõS DESK 

     This is my first letter as your new 

president and let me start by thank-

ing all of you for your support and 

good will.  Our new Board is work-

ing on a number of organizational 

projects. I want to personally thank 

all our Board members for their 

dedication and hard work in keeping 

our organization running and in good 

shape. I also want to thank all of you 

for your dedication to our organiza-

tion and your willingness to serve on 

committees and short term projects. 

     Our next Board Meeting is Thurs-

day, April 2nd. at 7:00 pm in our 

classroom at the Art Center. All 

Board meetings are open to any 

member of Pinole Artisans. If there 

is a matter you would like to address 

or discuss, please contact me in ad-

vance to be put on the agenda. Our 

next regular meeting is Friday, April 

3rd at the Pinole United Methodist 

Church at 7:00 pm. The program will 

feature Thomas Uriel Dana speaking 

on the topic of Fine Art Restoration 

& Conservation. 

     We are working with the City of 

Pinole and considering two art pro-

jects (painting an expansive mural 

about Pinole and its historic sites at 

the San Pablo Avenue bus stop wall 

and a glass bead mosaic project of 

seven mosaics behind the Civic Cen-

ter/City Offices building) for the near 

future. We are receiving very exciting 

positive first responses from the city 

and will keep you informed. 

     We have received baseline infor-

mation on the rent at 2221 Pear Street 

(our gallery and classroom location) 

and strongly believe from the baseline 

information we have that we will be 

able to negotiate a multiyear rental 

agreement on the property which will 

allow us to remain at this location. 

This will require us to work together 

and continue to do civic art that en-

hances beauty and art in the City of 

Pinole. Everyoneôs help and support 

will be needed with projects over the 

next few years. Flat and three dimen-

sional art require the intensive support 

of our painters, our three dimensional 

artists, our crafts persons and anyone 

else able to help.  Glass bead mosaics 

are a good volunteer venue and re-

quire the support of our jewelry mak-

ers, crafts persons and all our artisan 

contributors. There is room for every-

one at Pinole Artisans. We are and 

will remain an inclusive and suppor-

tive organization. 

     We are moving forward in the ar-

eas of publicity, fundraising and 

equipment with the very capable 

help of Cheryl Johnson and Joyce 

Yamada; and we thank Vickie 

Resso, Bill Lake and her other com-

mittee members for undertaking the 

planning of presentations at our 

monthly meetings. We also thank 

Joan Landis, with valuable advice 

and experience, for continuing on as 

our Art Center Manager and coordi-

nating our Pro Arts Open Studios 

weekends in June. Let us also not 

forget the continuous dedication of 

Amanda Bruun, our ever-hard 

working secretary; the gift of hours 

of work with the books and checks 

from Penny Bledsoe, our Treasurer; 

the creative art design of Semion 

Mirkin; the gifts of our Vice-

President, Jean Fisk; and the hard 

work of Roy Javellana and Melinda 

Wasilchin; the organization of our 

art classes and offerings by Lorena 

Fink; and the many other contribu-

tions of various Pinole Artisans to 

our organization (too many to name 

here). 

 

Ira Nelken 

President 

Pinole Artisans Foundation 
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POETõS CORNER 
GEODES 

(c) Claire J. Baker 

  

Once cracked open 

these homely rocks reveal 

   crystalline cloisters 

   miniature Xanadus 

   amethystine monasteries. 

  

We read on stone pages 

alphas & omegas new & old 

   geometrical  odysseys 

   pure lavender 

   a pavane for phenomena -- 

  

Glow of ancient moons 

heat of long-ago suns 

   a history of waiting 

   for freedom from darkness 

   for birth into jewels. 

  

Commentary by Claire J. Baker 

  

When I saw my first "geode" years ago, it 

blew my mind -- all that hidden beauty in 

a most common-appearing rock -- the 

time & elements which must have 

reached perfect sync to form a mystical 

surprise that can be held in one's hand! 

  

I borrowed "Xanadu" from a Coleridge 

poem: it's a location, not in my diction-

ary.   

  

Of the "beauty hidden inside" I see all 

artists who create to their highest abil-

ity as "geodes." 

  

     Claire J. Baker, Poet 

          Member Pinole Artisans 



A P R I L  N E W S L E T T E R   

G R E E T I N G S  F R O M  Y O U R  P I N O L E  A R T  C E N T E R  M A N A G E R  

     ñSpecial Momentsò opened on 

Thursday, March 12th.  It is a lovely 

show, and we received many positive 

reviews at the Grand Opening on Satur-

day, March 14th.  The mailing of cards 

announcing the opening and the article 

in the paper brought at least a dozen 

people who had not been to the Center 

before.  My thanks to all who were able 

to help with docenting and food prepara-

tion for the Grand Opening.  Special 

thanks to Joyce Yamada, who faithfully 

prints and puts up the name tags which 

make our gallery look very professional.  

     We have a new member joining us in 

this show.  Her name is Tanya Joyce, and 

she is a Water Colorist.  When you have 

an opportunity to meet her, make her feel 

welcome.   

     Negotiations with the City of Pinole 

continue, and we are making good pro-

gress towards being financially able to 

support our Art Center by supplying 

needed art services to the City.  

     The carpet in the classroom has been 

cleaned and needs frequent vacuuming to 

continue to look neat.  

     The lights and heater need to be 

turned off at closing, otherwise we are 

wasting precious dollars of our expense 

budget. 

     When you work in the Gallery, 

bring some of your art to work on.  

Guests coming into the Gallery love to 

see you in the process of producing.   

     I am proud to be the manager of 

such a congenial and talented group of 

artists! 

Joan Landis 
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U P D A T E S  F R O M  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y  O U T R E A C H  C O M M I T T E E  

Hi Everyone, 

 

     The main focus of the newly-formed 

Community Out-Reach and Publicity 

Committee is to get the word out in the 

community about the Pinole Art Center:  

our location, the wonderful and creative 

art on display and for sale and the vari-

ety of art classes offered. 

 

     Our first project toward the above 

goal is a $25.00 Pinole Art Center 

Monthly Gift Card drawing for the gen-

eral public.  We are in the process of 

finalizing the flyer and entry forms for 

this drawing.  In order to enter the draw-

ing, an in-person visit to the Art Center 

is required. 

 

     We are requesting the help of the 

membership in order to get the word out 

to the public. There are several ways 

you can help, some of which would re-

quire only a few minutes of your time, &  

others which would require a larger 

time commitment.  Please help in any 

way you can. 

 

The options are: 

 

     Ask for an e-mail copy of the flyer 

and send it to your buddy list. 

 

     Take as many flyers as you are com-

fortable with (even 5 or 10 ï every flyer 

given out represents one more potential 

visitor to the center) and give them to 

families, friends, neighbors and co-

workers. 

 

     Hand flyers out in the community (at 

Trader Joeôs parking lot, Luckyôs parking 

lot, residential neighborhoods, etc.)  This 

option requires an individual permit from 

the Pinole Police Department; a local 

back-ground check is required by the Po-

lice Department for anyone handing out 

flyers.  Permit forms will be available at 

the Art Center or by calling Cheryl John-

son.  Your completed form and a copy of 

your driverôs license or ID (required with 

the permit form by the Police Depart-

ment) should be returned to Cheryl as 

soon as possible.  The forms will be de-

livered to the Police Department at the 

same time.  We need as many people as 

possible handing out flyers. 

 

     Please respond to Cheryl Johnson at 

510-672-2643 or calilfcj@comcast.net by 

as soon as possible. 

 

     We hope to have the first monthly 

drawing by May 2009 which means we 

have to get the flyers out within the 

next few weeks in order to accept entry 

forms during April 2009.  

 

     One of our goals is to make this an 

ongoing project with flyers announcing 

each new show, special events, etc.  

 

     I know with everyoneôs help we can 

make this a success.  Thank you very 

much.   

 

Community Outreach Committee 

Cheryl Johnson 

Joyce Yamada 

Melinda Wasilchin 

Bill Lake 

  

Please note that there is a $25 fee in 

order to receive a solicitorôs permit, 

which we initially believed could be 

waived for 501© (3) organizations.  

Joan and Ira are currently working with 

the City to see what can be done re-

garding this matter.  

 

Please respond to Cheryl ASAP if you 

can volunteer to help with the distribu-

tion of flyers.  

mailto:calilfcj@comcast.net


P I N O L E  A R T  C E N T E R  C L A S S E SñA P R I L  2 0 0 9 
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PMC Ring Class 

-Lis Manken 

Sponsored by the Pinole Artisans.   

We are located at 2221 Pear St., Pinole Tel: (510) 724-2008 

Classes listed in chronological order.  

See the full class calendar with instructor contact informa-

tion online at www.PinoleArtisans.org 

Please call the instructor listed for information or to register. 

 

Peyote Beading with Casey: Learn to make unique peyote 

stitch earrings and jewelry in this freeform class, held 5 

Wednesdays in April. 

 

Bob Ross Oil Painting with Lorena: In this beginning-

intermediate class, offered by Certified Bob Ross Instructor 

Lorena Fink, you will paint òMountain Serenity,ó pictured at 

right. 

 

Jewelry Finishing with Jill: For all skill levels, teen to 

adult.  This class offers you the opportunity to make your 

own jewelry findings, look at samples of materials, make a 

pair of earrings, repair jewelry, make jewelry projects and 

receive a handy booklet of tips to take home.  

 

Melindaõs Crop Night: Whether youõre an experienced 

scrap-booker, or a beginner, this nightõs for you.  Cost of 

$10 includes food, but you are also welcome to bring your 

own drinks.  Space is limited, but there are 2 evenings sched-

uled this month. 

Precious Metal Clayð Ring Class: In this class we will be 

using PMC3 and fine silver ring liners to make a ring.  We 

will also discuss ring sizing (allowing for shrinkage) and 

using jewelerõs investment to make firing plugs for your 

rings.  I will have stamps, molds, texture plates, and more 

available for your use.  Cubic Zirconium will be available 

for you to purchase.  If time allows, we will fire and polish 

your rings during class.  If you do not finish, I will take the 

pieces to my studio for firing and return them to the PAC 

for you to pick up.  

  

Madden Watercolor with Lorena: In this beginning-

intermediate class offered by Madden Certified Teacher, 

Lorena Fink, you will complete òFishermanõs Cove.ó  

 

Introduction to Airbrush with Joe Shaw: Classes by ap-

pointment.  Hands on airbrush lessons.  Students will learn 

what equipment to use and how to use it effectively, leaving 

with a booklet of information and a piece of artwork made 

by you.   

 

For More Class Infoé visit our website, where you can 

link to a calendar with all the dates, times, costs, and regis-

tration information.  For further info, contact the Class 

Coordinator, Lorena Fink, at (510) 222-2425. 

ñMountain Serenityò  

Bob Ross Oil Painting Class  

with Lorena Fink  
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A P R I L  B U L L E T I N  B O A R D  

Finding Guest Speakers 
     Vickie Resso is heading up a committee to recruit speakers for the 
monthly Artisans meetings.  First, we would like to turn to you, our mem-
bers, for input.  Let us know what mediums of art you would like to hear 
about, or if you or someone you know might be interested in giving a pres-
entation.   
     In an effort to find speakers of interest, we are asking you to help us 
decide just what areas of the arts you would like to learn about.  We are 
certain that there are numerous artists in the bay area that could talk about 
many different facets of art.  Your input is very important.   
     Please e-mail Vickie Resso at vic3@aol.com and Bill Lake at bill-
lake50@comcast.net with your suggestions.   

 
Pro Arts East Bay Open Studios 2009 

     We have decided to once again participate in Pro Arts annual open studios 
event, to be held the first two weekends in June (Saturday and Sunday, June 6th 
& 7th and Saturday and Sunday, June 13th & 14th, 2009).  The official EBOS 
hours are 11AM-6PM.   
     This year we will be at a location with more vehicle and foot traffic, in a retail 
space in the shopping center on Fitzgerald Drive, between Target and the old 
Mervyns, at 1360 Fitzgerald Drive, Pinole, CA 94564.   We will have keys so we 
can set-up and leave our displays during the week, and we will also have lights and 
restrooms.   
     We will eventually have the Annual Directory of Artists as well as post cards to 
advertise the event.  Below is a list of events related to this yearõs East Bay Open 
Studios-some open to the public, some to exhibiting artists only. See the Pro Arts 
website for more details (www.ProArtsGallery.org) 

¶ Friday thru Sunday, May 1-3 (from 12-6PM) Participating artists to install art-
work at the Pro Arts gallery in Oakland. 

¶ Tuesday, May 5th at 12PM: East Bay Open Studios Preview Exhibition 
Opens to the Public (each artist gets an approximately 20óx20ó square of wall 
space to essentially advertise their open studio...you can hang artwork for sale, 
photos, jewelryé) 

¶  Saturday, May 9th from 1-2PM: Meet & Greet receptions for Artists by 
neighborhood...for Crockett, Pinole, Kensington, Richmond, El Sobrante, 
Albany and surrounding cities.  It is a chance for us to meet one another and 
exchange postcards...perhaps guiding visitors from one open studio to the 
next along the map.  

¶ Saturday, June 4th, 6-8PM: Preview Gala and VIP reception for EBOS, a for-
mal and festive evening with live music and champagne (tickets and informa-
tion available at www.ProArtsGallery.org) 

¶ Friday, June 5th at 6PM: Brake for Art: Art Bus Preview Tour offers an exclu-
sive preview of select artists studios, wine and hors dõoeuvres.  Tickets $75 
each. 

¶ Saturday and Sunday June 6-7, 13-14 EBOS weekends, 11-6 daily 

¶ Sunday June 14th at 5PM the EBOS exhibition at the Pro Arts Gallery in 
Oakland closes to the public.  

¶ Tuesday thru Sunday, June 16-21 (from 12-6PM) Artists must de-install art-
work at the Pro Arts Gallery.   

SAVE THE DATE  
Friday, May 1st, 2009 at 7:00PM 

     Pinole Artisans will sponsor another 
fund-raiser dinner.  Delicious food, raffle 
prizes, and entertainment.  But thatõs not 
all!  Start thinking about what you will 
wear, because itõs a costume party as well.  
Thatõs right.  Who better than a bunch of 
creative type folks to come up with some 
imaginative, stunning costumers to add 
to the fun.  More details to follow.  For 
now, mark your calendar and start to 
work on your costume.  Also start to 
think about if you are available to assist 
with set-up and clean up on the day of 
the event, or if you have items you would 
like to donate for the raffle.  
 

Library Show 

     The next show at the Pinole Library, 
òFlorals and More,ó will be installed on 
Wednesday, April 1, 2009.  Photography, 
paintings, sculpture, jewelry, collages, 
fabric art.  What a great opportunity to 
share your art with the community.  Plan 
to attend the reception on Wednesday 
evening, April 8th at 7:00.  Semion 
Mirkinõs beautiful painting, òBookmanó 
will be donated to the library.  Come and 
celebrate with us!  The last reception was 
lots of fun.  Vickie was making foam-
topped coffee drinks, Bill Lake was en-
joying the lemonade, we had a visiting 
five-year-old live wire providing enter-
tainment.  There was lots of laughter and 
good conversation.  What more could 
anyone possibly need in life? 
  òItõs All About Love!ó  The current Li-
brary Show will be taken down on April 
1st, so make sure you stop by and check 
out all the love-inspired work before it 
leaves the walls.   



M A R C H  P E E R  A W A R D S  

1st Place: Jim Davis for òLotusó - a digital photo on metallic paper. 
2nd Place: A four-way-tieé! 

Lis Mahnken for her òPurse of Gemsó in fine silver. 
Jean Fisk for her watercolor of òFishing Village Carnlough-County Antrim Ireland.ó 

Patrice Stone for her watercolor òBirth of Spring.ó 
Ludmila Mirkin òLife Wateró in mixed media. 

3rd Place: Kevin Jones for her òCrow Bracelet,ó made with copper and brass. 
 

Congrats to all of you who have received awards for your art.  Doesnõt it feel great to share your artwork and know that 
other people are connecting with it?!  Donõt forget that each month we encourage you to bring your art work to share at 

each general meeting, where we will do peer awards.   
 

We also welcome you to hang your ribbons next to art that you enter in Gallery Shows.   
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A P R I L  B U L L E T I N  B O A R D  

Farmersõ Market 
     Those of you that were able to make it to the March 
general meeting may recall that there was a brief discus-
sion regarding our continued presence at the Farmersõ 
Market each week.  Joan will retain overall management 
and keep in touch with the Farmersõ Market manager 
(letting them know who to expect each week, etcé),  
Joan will also òinitiateó new people into the Farmerõs Mar-
ket, making sure they have all the proper permits, and un-
derstand the rules, etcé 
     Supervision of  Saturday set-up, collecting commis-
sions, etcé will be a responsibility shared on a monthly 
rotating basis between the folks participating at the Farm-
ersõ Market.  They will be responsible for helping one an-
other set-up and take down each Saturday.   
     As we enter the Spring and Summer months, with 
nicer weather, we hope there will be more artists inter-
ested in participating.  If you would like to find out more, 
or are interested in signing-up, please contact Joan Landis.   

 

Cinco de Mayo Fiesta 
      Armando & Josephine Orozco, owners of the local El 
Sol Mexican Restaurant in Rodeo, have asked me to ex-
tend to you an invitation to participate in their annual Fi-
esta to celebrate Cinco de Mayo and the 27th anniversary 
of their establishment.  The Fiesta will take place in down-

town Rodeo on Sunday, May 3rd with a buffet lunch, live 
mariachi music, and dancing.   
     You can find more information on their website, 
www.ElSolRodeo.com.  If you are interested, I can also 
forward you an event flyer and vendor registration form.  
Booth fees are only $25 for a 10x10 space.   
     -Amanda Bruun 
P.S. I also have application for the Benicia Fine Arts & 
Crafts Fair in September.  This is a juried event with a 
$135 entry fee. Let me know if you are interested.  
 

2009 Refreshments Volunteers Needed 
The following is a message from Jean Fisk. 
    òDear Fellow Artisans, 
     I forgot to bring a list to the December meeting so eve-
ryone could sign up to bring refreshments for the 2009 
monthly meetings.  Itõs simple to do: just bring goodies for 
about 40 people, make hot water and coffee (Joan has the 
supplies and also the plates and napkins), then clean up 
afterward.  Also, it is great if you can help set up chairs if 
needed.  Just e-mail me with whatever month is good for 
you.  I need 2 people each month.  Thanks. 
          -Jean Fiskó (Elmerandjean@aol.com) 



A P R I L  B U L L E T I N  B O A R D  

Great Photos from Patti Cook! 
     Vergie and I are just completing a 
wonderful, fun Clay and Paint Crea-
tions class at Ellerhorst Elementary.  
Hopefully it will be our good fortune to 
continue teaching it into the Spring.  
The children, grades 1 thru 6, are mak-
ing some incredible artworks.  I wanted 
to share some photos with you. 
     I also wanted to thank Joan for her 
good hard work of the last 2 PLUS 
years!  And to all her fantastic support.  
Best to you, Ira, in the coming rein.  
Most especially, thank you for your 
support of our efforts in the commu-
nity. 
  -Patti Cook 

 
      
     P.S. I Invite you to attend the up-
coming NIAD show entitled RE/ 
FORMATIONS.  It is one of the first 
art exhibits to address the intersection 
between disability identity and female 
identity.  It is an exhibit featuring pri-
marily sculptural works,  a typically male 
dominated medium. Which explores 
issues of bodily normalcy, sexuality, 
gender, and more.  This show was or-
ganized by the Van Every/ Smith Gal-
leries at Davidson College in North 
Caroline, but will be available for view-
ing at NIAD from March 30th to May 
11th.   

Above Left: Joan Landis takes the cake at her last Meeting as President of the 

Pinole Artisans Foundation, March 2009 

Above Center and Right: A Critter Creation, Works in Progress, and Vergie 

working with the kidsðfrom Patti and Vergieôs Clay and Paint Creations Class at 

Ellehorst Elementary 

Above: Joan  presented with the Artisans Quilt as a Thank 

You for her service as President of our Organization.  


